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The FlyingDiscs

POSSIBLY WEATHER
BALLOONS

New York,July9 — At Roswell,

New Mexico,the Army Air Force
announced yesterday that a fly-
ing disc had been foundon a
ranchnearby. It was sentto
Brigadier-GeneralRoger Ramey,
commanderof the EighthAir
Forceat Fort Worth,Texas,and
a latermessagesaid that an army
airfieldweatherofficethere had
identified it as a weatherballoon

In a statement announcing the

discovery,ColonelWilliamBlan-
chard,commander of the Roswell

army air base,
specifically

refer-
red to the objectas a flyingdisc.

Brigadier-General
Ramey, broad-

castingto deflatestorieswhichthe
discoveryhad caused,confirmed
that it was a weather observation

device."As for flyingdiscs,I
have neverseen one,"he said.
The weatherofficerat Fort

Worth described the objectas a
ray wind target,used to determine

the direction and velocityof high
winds.He said therewere about
80 weather stationsin the United

Statesusingthis type of balloon

and it couldhave come from any
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of them.

Army weatherexpertsin Wash-
ingtondiscountany idea that
weather balloonsof this type could
be the basisfor the scoresof re-
portsfromall overthe country

of "flyingsaucers.''They said
thatonlya few

balloonswereused
daily.

Anotherreportsaid that a
secondobjecthad been foundand
handedto the Army Air Force
trainingcommandat Barksdale

Field, Louisiana.The Louisiana
policesaidit was

obviously

the
work of a

prankster.


